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Boardwalk Underneath Island Eastern Corridor  Investigation
Stage 2 Public Consultation

Focus Group Meeting
Gist of Meeting

Date : 15 December 2016
Time : 7:30pm to 9:00pm
Venue : Activity Room 2, Hong Kong Central Library

Participants:
Name Organization

1. Martin Turner Hong Kong Cycling Alliance
2. Nick Andrew Hong Kong Cycling Alliance
3. Chan Ka Leung Hong Kong Cycling Alliance
4. Kenneth To The Hong Kong institute of Planners
5. Chan Chi Man AES
6. Kathy Ip Hong Kong Public Space Initiative
7. Mandy Wong Hong Kong Public Space Initiative
8. Yuling Wong Hong Kong Public Space Initiative
9. Canon Wong Hong Kong Public Space Initiative
10. Koko Mueller Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club
11. Julian TH Kwong Community for Road Safety
12. Vincent Ng The Hong Kong Institute of Architects
13. Jackey Cheung The Hong Kong Institute of Architects
14. Wendell Chan Friends of the Earth

Representatives from CEDD
Mr. C.B. Mak Chief Engineer/HK(1)
Mr. C.T. Lam Senior Engineer 2 (HK Island Div 1)

Representatives from AECOM
Mr. Simon Wong
Mr. Jimmy Lau

Representative from ADO
Mr. Wilson Chan

Facilitator:
Ms. Betty S.F. Ho PlanArch Consultants Ltd.

Note-taker
Ms. Cheung Hoi Yee PlanArch Consultants Ltd.
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Gist of Comments

A. Design Concept and Aspects of the Proposed Boardwalk
(i) Design Concept

Majority of participants agreed that the concept of shared use of public
spaces should be promoted in the design of the proposed boardwalk to
allow greater variety of activities and enhance vibrancy.  Fixed
planter boxes or designated cycle track/ paths might become
limitations to the public. Integrated green space such as lawn area
should be encouraged.
A few participants expressed that the proposed boardwalk should not
have a uniform width all along in order to facilitate different kinds of
activity/ uses by the public at various locations.
One participant expressed that the study area only forms part of
harbourfront planning of Hong Kong that it is not necessary to include
everything in here.
One participant asked whether pets will be allowed on the proposed
boardwalk.
One participant enquired whether the design has considered the
application of renewable energy such as cycle track with solar panel
paving and wind turbine.

(ii) Maximizing Potential of the Space underneath IEC
Some participants urged CEDD to maximize the potential of the
boardwalk so that more people can enjoy the harbourfront.  The
design and width of the boardwalk could limit use and access by the
public.
Another participant suggested to collaborate with artists from Oil
Street Art Space for the display of art work along the boardwalk.

(iii) Colour Tone/ Appearance
While some participants expressed that colour tone of the proposed
boardwalk should be bright in order to differentiate from the existing
IEC, a participant said that design and colour tone should be subtle.
Another participant pointed out that colour and patterns of the
proposed uses and design can be further studied in detailed design
stage.
Another participant suggested adding new planters or fake greenery to
enhance the visual quality of the columns of the IEC on the outside.
Besides, proposed projection of images would be nice during night
time, however, it would not be visible in daylight.

(iv) Visibility
One participant expressed that visibility of the proposed boardwalk
might affect attractiveness of the space since it would be blocked by
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the existing IEC and nearby buildings.

(v) Accessibility
Commented that there are only two access points at two ends of the
promenade, and no pedestrian access to the proposed boardwalk and
the promenade from Shu Kuk Street and Kam Hong Street could be
found in the current design.

(vi) Quality of Public Space
One participant suggested that there should be more shading for public
to stay, and the public should also be allowed to carry out different
activities along the boardwalk and they are not limited to the proposed
activity nodes.  Proposed water playground should be in an area with
sunlight and odour from the Victoria Harbour should be mitigated.

B. Intended uses on the Proposed Boardwalk
(i) Majority of participants agreed that there is no need to designate spaces for

specific uses.  Instead, the culture of space sharing should be adopted and
reflected in the boardwalk design in order to allow the public to freely enjoy
the space available for different kinds of activities.

(ii) Some participants expressed that it would be a management issue if a
location on the proposed boardwalk becomes designated since the public
would not be able to do whatever they want on the boardwalk.

(iii) One participant suggested that
 boardwalk users will not be

restricted to specific locations to fish.
(iv) One participant enquired whether the proposed water playground would be

fixed/designated space that limits variety of uses.  It is also recommended
for the study team to liaise with the Dragon Boat Association to find out
whether the proposed design boardwalk can facilitate dragon boating racing
activities.

C. Design of the Proposed Cycle Track
(i) Some participants expressed that design of the proposed boardwalk should

be flexible to encourag cycle
track design does not need to be special.

(ii) Some participants pointed out that the purpose of the cycle track will affect
its design.  For instance, design of a cycle track for commuting purpose
will be different from the one for leisure in view of the speed involved.
Study team should confirm the purpose of the cycle track prior to
development of the design.

D. Planning of Cycle Rental Kiosk
(i) One participant commented that only 1 cycle rental kiosk could be found in
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the current design and more than 1 kiosks should in place.
(ii) Another participant enquired whether it would be feasible to use the North

Point Vehicular Ferry Pier for a cycle rental kiosk.

Suggested CEDD and Planning Department to develop a provisional plan
on the proposed cycle rental kiosks in Wan Chai and Quarry Bay/Hoi Yu
Street to better coordinate the planning of the cycle rental kiosks from west
to east of the harbourfront area.

E. Design of the Proposed Bicycle Parking
(i) Commented that locations, scale and design of bicycle parking should be

carefully selected as they are related to cyclists preferences/ purpose of their
trips.  He said that there is no need to have multi-storey bicycle parking
facility.

F. Opportunities for Future Expansion
(i) Construction would take several years and the boardwalk might be at

capacity by the time of completion.  He suggested to consider reserving
some capacity of the boardwalk for future expansion to maintain sustainable
development from engineering perspective, such as reserving some piling
for future expansion/ enhancement works.

G. Interfacing of harbourfront facilities and Hoi Yu Street
(i) One participant suggested to divert Hoi Yu Street so that most facilities

there will be directly linked to the boardwalk, and the public will not need
to cross the road to use the cycle rental kiosk.  Another participant
suggested that traffic calming measures with special design should be
implemented at Hoi Yu Street so that people will know that they are
entering a special area.

H. Interfacing of the Proposed Boardwalk and Provident Centre
(i) One participant commented that there should be adequate space for both

cyclists and pedestrians for the proposed link bridge connecting to the
boardwalk from Provident Centre

I. Others
(i) One participant pointed out that the most important part of the study is to

fulfil the requirements of the Protection of the Harbour Ordinance.  Issues
such as colour tone/pattern of the design could be decided in latter stage.

-End-
























