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Group 4 :
Facilitator: Ms Cheung Hoi Yee

Participants (Total: 6)

Cheng Pui Kan Leung Ping Yin
Sophia Cheng Mr. Dhillon
Roger Nissim Sabrina Dhillon

Question 1: Do you agree that providing continuous, non-interrupted public

access along the harbourfront from Causeway Bay to Quarry Bay is essential for the

public to enjoy the full benefit of the harbour as a public asset?

Agree: 6

Comments:

*  The proposed boardwalk will allow convenient and easy access for different
users along the harbourfront. Such pedestrian connection with good harbour
view will encourage pedestrians to use it more often.

*  The public has the right to access the Victoria Harbour as the Harbour itself is
another kind of public space. Currently, public’s right to access the harbour
has not been fulfilled due to poor connectivity along the harbourfront area.

*  The boardwalk can serve the needs of users of different age groups. It can be

a quality space for children to play and others to exercise.

Disagree: 0

Comments: Nil

Don’t Know: 0

Comments: Nil

Question 2: Do you accept that there is a compelling and present need for the

boardwalk in respect of the following community aspects?

(a) Promote public access to the harbourfront from Causeway Bay to Quarry Bay

through a safe and secure access which is otherwise currently dissected and

hindered by private lots, roads, utilities, jetties, as well as the IEC which is both a

physical and visual barrier to the harbour along the Island East harbourfront

Accept: 6

34



Comments:

The public need a coherent connection along the harbourfront area. All
participants supported the current proposal, and suggested to further connect
the harbourfront area to Heng Fa Chuen. Participants observed that the
current proposal will stop at Hoi Yu Street. They suggested that further
connection to the east of HK Island will provide a meaningful pedestrian linkage.
Some areas along the study area are currently inaccessible, such as the parts of
City Garden, North Point (fire Services Department) Pier, North Point Kodak Pier
etc. The Government should negotiate with these private owners and relevant
departments to improve accessibility of the harbourfront connection.

It is understood that the Government needs to respect the preferences of
private owners. However, inaccessible harbourfront will impact the quality of
pedestrian environment and user’ experience along the boardwalk. If some of
the sites in the vicinity of the boardwalk cannot be open up for greater
connectivity, the Government should try to establishing alternative connection
bypassing the inaccessible areas to facilitate a coherent boardwalk along the
harbourfront.

Not Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(b)

Provide a better walking environment than the current pedestrian options in

Eastern District

Accept: 6

Comments:

Continuous and good pedestrian environment along the harbourfront is
important, and the proposed boardwalk can serve this purpose.

Current pedestrian connections in Eastern District are indirect that it affects the
accessibility and connectivity of the area.

Coherent connection from the harbourfront area of North Point to Sheung Wan
and Siu Sai Wan / Heng Fa Chuen is missing. The government should provide a

continuous harbourfront for the public.

Not Accept: 0
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Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(c) Attract people to walk more along the harbourfront and encourage residents to

spend more time in physical activities such as jogging, and thereby help adopt a

healthier lifestyle

Accept: 6

Comments:

The Government should develop the proposed boardwalk and seize this
opportunity to provide an important space for the public to engage in different
kinds of physical activities (e.g., Tai Chi etc.) and adopt a healthier lifestyle.
Currently, there are some small parks / open spaces in North Point, but they are
very crowded all the time due to great demand for open space in the area.

The proposed boardwalk can meet public need for public space.

Participants expressed that the idea of the proposed boardwalk was brought up
many times in the past, and the public was consulted repeatedly. Hence, the
Government should implement the proposal immediately subsequent to the
current public consultation exercise in order to meet the community need —
“Nor more wait!”

Not Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(d) Enable new leisure activities in Eastern District through better access to the

harbourfront

Accept: 6

Comments:

The proposed boardwalk can encourage more people to go out and engagement
in different kinds of activities along the harbourfront area, such as

skateboarding, Tai Chi, roller-skating, walking and cycling.
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*  Pets should have the right to access the harbourfront area. They should be
able to enjoy the proposed boardwalk with their owners. Most pet owners
have common sense and will look after their pets in public areas. In addition,
good interface between the proposed boardwalk and the current public spaces
nearby should be considered to facilitate seamless access for pedestrians and
pets.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(e) Enhance positive social interaction between Hong Kong residents

Accept: 2
Comments:
* 2 participants agreed as more interaction is expected with more people to

gather at a public space.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 1
Comments:
* 1 participant expressed that it is unsure whether it will be positive or negative

social interaction.

(f) The boardwalk will increase people flow, thus help sustain and promote the

prosperity of the local economy (e.g. food and beverage facilities and water-land

interface activities) in the Eastern District and Hong Kong at large.

Accept: 5

Comments:

¢  Different uses can be established along the proposed boardwalk for synergy
effect. For instance, band performances, small and local snack shops/ cafes,
pop-up stores with local business, and weekend markets etc., can be organized

in the harbourfront area.

37



*  Small and local business should be encouraged at the harbourfront area to
boost local economy and showcase local characteristics. Chain stores are not
preferred.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(g) The boardwalk will attract people using it as an event venue.

Accept: 6

Comments:

*  The harbour view is an important asset and it should be showcased with the
provision of the proposed boardwalk. Different kinds of activities, such as
musical/dance performances, street busking, and F&B facilities etc., should be

allowed along or around the boardwalk as it can be a unique public space.

Not Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(h) The boardwalk as an iconic structure would enhance the image of Hong Kong as

a premier tourist destination.

Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Not Accept: 6

Comments:

*  The proposed boardwalk should serve local communities as a first priority in this
area. Ifresidents’ / local’s needs are fulfilled, the tourists will then naturally

follow.

Insufficient Information: 0
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Comments: Nil

(i) The boardwalk will provide an alternative route for pedestrians currently using

the footpath
along King’s Road / Electric Road / Java Road which would relieve pedestrians from

poor air quality and noise pollution en route.

Accept: 6

Comments:

*  Expressed that current pedestrian environment along the mentioned streets are
not good and the proposed boardwalk can bring improvement and provide good
pedestrian access for locals.

*  Suggested that project consultant should carry out air and noise assessment and
obtain data to justify the proposal and local needs.

*  More access points should be considered in the future since users may want to
go to different destinations. Project consultant should look into the demand at
different access points to the harbourfront area / proposed boardwalk and
assess the pedestrian flow to justify pedestrian needs and additional access
points.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Insufficient Information: 0

Comments: Nil

(j) The boardwalk as an iconic structure will improve the visual quality and

landscape character of the harbourfront in the District.

Accept: 6

Comments:

*  Since the current visual quality in the harbourfront is not good, any kind of
improvement will be better than the current situation.

*  Some seating area should be provided along boardwalk (but not too many) to

facilitate a people-oriented, good public space design.

Not Accept: O

Comments: Nil
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Insufficient Information: 0

Comments:

* Lighting of the proposed boardwalk should be discrete to minimize impact to
residents in the area.

*  Management of boardwalk security — Should create an environment that
welcomes public access as a security measure. Security will not be an issue if

more people are accessing the boardwalk.

Question 3: We now seek your views on what scope of the proposed boardwalk
meets the compelling and present needs of the community.
As well as the walkway which is a core component of the boardwalk, please

indicate below which components you accept address the needs mentioned earlier

in Question 1.

(a) Pedestrian walkway: length approx 2km / boardwalk width 5m (Reclamation

in the form of ten new protection structures, with total area of reclamation approx

300m? / Area of decking above the sea approx 8,250m? / Restriction of boat access

to approx 730m length of existing shoreline)

Accept: 6
Comments:
*  Provision of the pedestrian walkway is the priority as the current pedestrian

environment is unacceptable.

Not Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Don’t Know: 0

Comments: Nil

(b) Cycleway: length approx 2km / boardwalk widened to 7.5m over most of its

length to accommodate the cycle track

(Additional area of decking above the sea approx 4,550m?)

Accept: 6
Comments:
*  Provision of a pedestrian walkway along the harbourfront area with minimum

extent of reclamation is the goal for this project. A cycle track will be good to
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have, but it should not impact the implementation of the boardwalk with the
function as a pedestrian walkway.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Don’t Know: 0
Comments:
*  Suggested providing a continuous cycle track from Hoi Yu Street in Quarry Bay to

further east.

(c) Viewing platforms: total four platforms / area of each platform approx
20m2

(Additional area of decking above the sea for all four viewing platforms approx
80m?

Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Not Accept: 4

Comments:

* |tisredundant to have a viewing platform since once can enjoy the harbour
view along the proposed boardwalk. Plus such provision will require
unnecessary reclamation.

*  Suggested finding other locations with views along the proposed boardwalk

which do not require reclamation.

Don’t Know: 0

Comments: Nil

(d) Fishing platform: on platform deck to west of North Point Ferry Pier / total area

of platform approx 400m2

(Part of the fishing platform will be on the IEC foundations, additional area of

platform decking that extends above the sea (beyond the IEC foundations) approx

300m?)

Accept: 0

Comments: Nil
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Not Accept: 4

Comments:

*  The public should be allowed to fish freely and responsibly along the proposed
boardwalk. People follow the fish, not the fishing platform.

*  Should minimize the extent of reclamation required.

Don’t Know:
Comments:
*  Should provide signage to remind users of the proposed boardwalk on fishing

activities.

(e) Cycle rental kiosk: located on existing land at Hoi Yu Stree

(No reclamation or decking above the sea required)

Accept: 5
Comments:

*  They agree if no reclamation is required.

Not Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Don’t Know:
Comments:
¢  Should consider combining bike parking and rental kiosk to minimize the extent

of reclamation required.

(f) Bicycle parking: on platform deck to west of North Point Ferry Pier

(Additional area of decking above the sea approx 70m?)

Accept: 0
Comments: Nil

Not Accept: O
Comments: Nil

Don’t Know

Comments:
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*  Participants were hesitant on this item and suggested to avoid locations which
require reclamation, for example, on the North Point Ferry Pier.

(g) Food & beverage kiosks: located on existing land

(No reclamation or decking above the sea required)

Accept: 5

Comments:

*  Such provision is required for the vibrancy of the harbourfront area, and
suggested to adopt the proposed activities such as street busking, weekend
market, pop-up stores etc. as proposed in participants’ response to questions
2(f) & 2(g).

*  No reclamation is required.

Not Accept: 0

Comments: Nil

Don’t Know: 0

Comments: Nil

(h) Other comments

*  Universal access should be adopted in the design of the proposed boardwalk.
*  While the Government should discuss with public about the maintenance of the

boardwalk later on, the proposed boardwalk should be implemented first.
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Agreement No. CE 41/2014 (HY)
Boardwalk underneath Island Eastern Corridor — Investigation
Stage 1 Community Engagement Report (Final) (Ref. R16)

Rundown for Community Workshops

12:45 - 13:00 ® Registration

13:00 — 14:00* Site Visit

14:00 — 14:30 ® Registration

14:30 — 14:35 Welcoming Remarks

14:35 — 14:40 Introduce programme rundown
14:40 — 15:00 Presentation

® Boardwalk Proposal
® [mplication of PHO
® |mpact of additional facilities on the extent of reclamation

15:00 — 16:15 Group Discussion
® Views on overriding public needs
® Views on facilities to be provided

16:15 — 16:40 Group Reporting

16:50 — 17:00 Way Forward and Acknowledgements
Closing remarks

Community Workshop No. 1

. September 2016
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